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	Focus Area


	Description
	Observations
	Inferences
	1-5 Rating (1=low)

	
	Sexual Orientation
	
	
	

	
	Gender
	
	
	

	Photos and Illustrations
	· Is gay, lesbian, and bisexual identity/culture represented in photos and illustrations (e.g., same-sex parents, photos with captions that acknowledge queer identities or political/social movements)? 

· If present, are gay, lesbian, and bisexual orientations depicted as caricatures or in authentic contexts?

· Are photos/ illustrations of gay, lesbian, and bisexual people more or less sexualized than those depicting heterosexual individuals and relationships?
	
	
	

	
	· Do photos and illustrations perpetuate narrow and stereotypical views of gender (e.g., girls in pink and boys in blue; women taking care of children and men tending to construction sites and management positions)? 

· Are androgynous or gender- nonconforming individuals visually represented and if so, how are they portrayed?
	
	
	

	Fiction and Non-Fiction Characters
	· Are all characters assumed to be heterosexual? 

· Can diverse sexual orientations be identified? 

· Do some characters represent simplified generalizations or “tokens” of gay, lesbian, and bisexual people (e.g., effeminate males with floppy wrists wearing capri pants or masculine women with buzz cuts and Birkenstocks)? 

· If queer people are represented, what are they doing (are they protagonists or in leadership positions) and what are their interactions with other characters like?
	
	
	

	
	· Are all characters assumed to be cisgender? 

· Do most characters perform traditional gender roles? 

· Are androgynous or gender-nonconforming characters represented in simplified generalizations or as “tokens” (e.g., cross-dressing men with stubble wearing pantyhose and red lipstick)? 

· If transgender and genderqueer people are represented, what are they doing (are they protagonists or in leadership positions) and what are their interactions with other characters like?
	
	
	

	Focus Area


	Description
	Observations
	Inferences
	1-5 Rating (1=low)

	
	Sexual Orientation
	
	
	

	
	Gender
	
	
	

	Settings
	· Are gay, lesbian, and bisexual characters shown only to reside in closets, gay bars, art shows, and political rallies?

· Within text settings are queer individuals separated from heterosexuals in a way that depicts them as isolated or alienated? 
	
	
	

	
	· Are transgender people solely located at pride parades and drag queen shows?

·  Are references to bathrooms, sport activities, and professions segregated by gender? 

· Within text settings are transgender and gender-nonconforming people separated from cisgender individuals in a manner that deems the former inferior?  
	
	
	

	Story Lines
	· Is asexuality acknowledged or is it assumed that everyone experiences sexual attraction?
· Does it take a straight person to accept or help a gay, lesbian, bisexual character?

· Does “making it” translate to fitting into a heterosexist society? 

· Is homosexuality presented as a problem that needs to be resolved? 

· Does the author oversimplify homosexual culture or present it in an authentic way? 

· Do queer characters have to exhibit certain qualities (e.g., financial stability, successful career, currently in a long-term relationship, etc.) to compensate for their sexual orientation?  
	
	
	

	
	· Does it take an understanding cisgender person to accept or help a transgender or genderqueer character? 

· Does “making it” translate to “passing” as either male or female? 

· Is gender variance presented as a problem that needs to be resolved? 

· Does the author oversimplify gender dysphonia or present it in an authentic way? 

· Do transgender and genderqueer characters have to exhibit certain qualities (e.g., financial stability, successful career, long-term relationship status, etc.) to compensate for their gender identity and corresponding presentation?   
	
	
	

	Focus Area


	Description
	Observations
	Inferences
	1-5 Rating (1=low)

	
	Sexual Orientation
	
	
	

	
	Gender
	
	
	

	Language
	· Is there homophobic language that excludes or demeans queer individuals?

·  Are there loaded words or figurative language with offensive overtones (e.g., characterizing gay, lesbian, and bisexual people as “confused” or “sinful”; phrases like “that’s so gay”)?
	
	
	

	
	· Is there transphobic language that excludes or demeans transgender and genderqueer individuals? 

· Are there loaded words or figurative language with offensive overtones (e.g., characterizing transgender people as “deceptive” or “fooling” other people; use of words like she-male, he-she, it, and trannie; phrases like “throws like a girl” or “strong as a man”)?
	
	
	


Overall Rating:
Overall Notes:
Source: Murray, O. J. (2015). Queer inclusion in teacher education. New York: Routledge. 
